


Check out the Morning X with 
Fisher & Boy

Weekdays from 5:30 - 10am



On behalf  of  the St. Petersburg-Clearwater Film Society, welcome to the 3rd Annual 
Sunscreen Film Festival! We’d like to thank you for attending this year's festivities, 
and we hope to make your experience with Sunscreen and St. Petersburg fun and 
memorable.

The St. Petersburg-Clearwater Film Society, via the Sunscreen Film Festival, encour-
ages the creation and production of  independent film in Florida with the specific ob-
jectives of  promoting the exhibition of  works by independent filmmakers, conducting 
educational programs that teach the art of  filmmaking, and increasing the public’s 
awareness and support of  local filmmaking as a cultural and economic asset.

Now in our third year, the Sunscreen Film Festival has grown from over six-hundred 
attendees to an anticipated eight-thousand attendees in 2008. The Renaissance Vinoy 
Resort and Golf  Club continues to be the base of  festival operations, with an addi-
tional ten locations throughout downtown St. Petersburg added this year, supporting 
our special events and festival parties.

This year, the Sunscreen Film Festival is pleased to host seven World Premieres, and 
fifteen films shot within the state of  Florida. We are extremely pleased with the cali-
ber of  storytelling and filmmaking on display within these pages.

Your participation is yet another milestone in the growth of  the Sunscreen Film Fes-
tival. Thank you for your support, and we hope to see you next year at Sunscreen ‘09!

Tony Armer    Derek Miner
Executive Director &   Programming Director &
Founder     Co-Founder
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Welcome to Sunscreen Film Festival 2008!

THE 2008 SUNSCREEN 
FILM FESTIVAL

is presented by the

FESTIVAL DIRECTORS
Tony Armer • Derek Miner

2007-08 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cameron Cox • J. Declan Flynn

Glenn Goldberg • Kimberly Heath-
Carrico • Doug Illman • Corey Janney

Sam Talari • Tom Thompson

SPECIAL THANKS
Guy Balson • James Bennett

Russ Bond • Bryan Burke
Latoya Carter • Harry Chittenden

Cindy Cockburn• Dan Connelly
Dave DeBorde • George Denison

Cassie England • Lance & Mo Eppley
Jamie Fleming • Tom Garrett

Jami Graham • Patrick Harrison
Cedar Hames • Stan & Cindy Heitman

Seth & Amanda Hill
Christopher Holland • Jeff Hilyer
Brad Kugler • Richard LaRiviere

Dennis Lesko • Kevin Lilly, Jr.
Lisa Mansell • Tracy Neville

Tara Parian • Jennifer Parramore
Gregg Perkins • RJ Pozniak
Kelly Preston • Darwin Salls

Aubrey Schneider •John Travolta
Buddy Winsett • Brittany Worsham

Ann Wykell
Office of St. Petersburg

Mayor Rick Baker
All our Crew and Volunteers!

FESTIVAL WEBSITE

    
EVENT COORDINATION

SEATING POLICY: To take advantage of Priority Seating, All Access passholders 
must arrive to a show 15 minutes prior to start time. After this time, Film Pass 
holders and general ticket holders can be seated and any standby tickets can be 
released for sale. If seating allows, All Access or Film Pass holders are allowed to 
move between theaters during shows.

See a new short film from 
’s Fisher and Boy

Playing at these times:
Thursday, March 20 2:00pm
Vinoy Palm Court Majestic
Showing before “The Grift”

Saturday, March 22 2:30pm
Vinoy Palm Court Royal

Showing before “Cracker Crazy”

Friday, March 21 12:15pm
Vinoy Palm Court Majestic
Showing before “D.O.P.E.”



Producers
Mathew's Lawn Service

Natalie Pruitt

Pete Mistry

Midge Seltzer

Directors
Irwin Contracting

Dr. Michelle Fleeter-Miller

2008 Sponsors
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Friends of the Festival

Event Coordination and Production



7:00 pm, Muvico Baywalk, 515 2nd Ave North, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Opening Night Film: Broke Sky

9:00 pm, Push Ultra Lounge, 128 3rd St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Opening Night Party - All Access Pass required or $25 at the door.

Renaissance Vinoy
Palm Court Ballroom

Royal Theater

10:00am
“Better Auditions”
Actors Workshop Panel
(free to the public)

12:30 pm
“Better Auditions” 
Audition Slots
(by appointment)

4:00 pm
RED ONE camera 
demonstration
(location to be posted -
free to the public)

Renaissance Vinoy
Palm Court Ballroom

Majestic Theater

10:00 am
Beyond the Fence 
(Sakugoe) (98 min)

12:30 pm
“Feeling Fine Films”
Short Program (66 min)

2:00 pm
The Grift (106 min)

4:15 pm
“A Bit of Love and Loss” 
Short Program (77 min)

6:00 pm
Dalí Museum Student 
Surrealist Video 
Competition
(free to the public)

8:00 pm
The Art Of Pain (90 min)

Renaissance Vinoy
Palm Court Ballroom

Royal Theater

12:00 pm
“Strong Women & Why 
They Matter”
Short Block (98 min)

2:30 pm
“Action! Horror! Science 
Fiction!”
Short Block (74 min)

4:00 pm
Screenwriters Panel
(free to the public)

7:30 pm
“Laughter: The Best 
Medicine” Short Block 
(103 min)

9:30 pm
Raiders of the Lost Ark: 
The Adaptation (120 min)

Renaissance Vinoy
Palm Court Ballroom

Majestic Theater

10:15 am
“Altered Reality Short 
Films” Block (77min)

12:15 pm
D.O.P.E (60 min)
Ed & Vern’s Rock Store
(43 min)

2:45 pm 
Holler Back – [not] Voting 
in an American Town
(95 min)

5:30 pm
Screw Cupid (109 min)

8:00 pm
One Night (98 min)

Renaissance Vinoy
Palm Court Ballroom

Royal Theater

10:00 am
Finance and Distribution 
Panel
(free to the public)

12:30 pm
Local Films Short Block 
(92 min)

2:30 pm
Cracker Crazy: Invisible 
Histories of the Sunshine 
Sate (89 min)

4:30 pm
FEMA City (70 min)

8:45 pm
Awards & Closing Night 
Party

Renaissance Vinoy
Palm Court Ballroom

Majestic Theater

10:15 am
Finding Wild Florida
(44 min)
Via Bearzi (33 min)

12:45 pm
Beyond The Call (82 min)

2:45 pm
Inside the Handy Writers’ 
Colony (60 min)
Miss Lil’s Camp (26 min)

4:45 pm
Animated Short Films
(66 min)

6:30 pm
Raiders of the Lost Ark: 
The Adaptation (120 min)
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Schedule at a Glance 
Wednesday, March 19

Thursday, March 20 Friday, March 21 Saturday, March 22

Thursday Night Fun

8:00 pm, State Theatre, 687 Central Ave.
CONCERT - with The Hodaddys & Fort Pastor
Admission with All Access Festival Pass or
$10 at the door.

Friday Night Fun

9:30 pm, Central Ave. between 1st and 4th Streets
FRIDAY NIGHT PARTY - Seven different venues
Drink specials and other surprises throughout the 
evening. Specials require Festival pass. 

Saturday Night Fun

10:00 pm, NOVA 535
535 Dr Martin Luther King Jr. Street North
CLOSING NIGHT PARTY - All Access or Saturday 
Day Pass required for admission. 



“Better Auditions”
Actors’ Workshop
The Sunscreen Film Festival developed this special Actors 
Workshop for anyone interested in increasing their chances 
of being hired or finding new talent. We encourage actors, 
directors and producers to take part in the workshop for 
the networking and development opportunities. The festival 
is honored to welcome acting coach Marc Durso, casting 
director John Jackson (‘Sideways’) and casting director 
LaTanya Potts as our special guests for this event. The first 
phase of the Actors Workshop is an open panel discussion 
with our special guests, moderated by Southeastern 
University professor Dave DeBorde. Our guests will take 
questions and walk attendees through a sample audition to 
present good audition habits and techniques.

This part of the Workshop is FREE and open to the public.

Thursday, March 20 10:00am Vinoy Royal

RED ONE Camera Demo
Curtis Graham, cinematographer on Sunscreen's Best 
Florida Film for 2007, ‘Tampa Jai Alai’, has contacted us 
about doing a demo of the most buzzed-about piece of 
technology in the indie film world, RED Digital Cinema's 
4K RED ONE camera. This will be an excellent 
opportunity to see the cutting edge of cinematography in 
person.

This event is FREE and open to the public.
The location of the demo will be posted at the Vinoy on 
Thursday, March 20.

Thursday, March 20 4:00pm Vinoy

Finance and Distribution 
Panel
Returning to Sunscreen 2008 are our guests from last 
year, Jamie Fleming and John N. Flynn. Each has worked 
in various capacities within major studios such as 
Universal, Disney and MGM/UA, eventually moving into 
international distribution with their current company, 
Hollywood Classics. Sunscreen is honored they have 
decided to return and again share their experience in 
finance, marketing and distribution of major and 
independent films for more than two decades.

Bios for Jamie Fleming and John N. Flynn can be found 
under our Features Judges section.

Saturday, March 22 10:00am Vinoy Royal

Screenwriters’ Panel
Great movies begin as words on the page. The screenplay 
dictates the people places and things to be seen and the 
words that will be heard. A screenplay also represents the 
heart of a story - the dialogue and events that resonate 
with an audience. The Sunscreen Film Festival is honored 
to have three talented and acclaimed panelists who have 
agreed to share their knowledge and experience with our 
attendees. Our guests include ‘Die Hard’ scribe Steven de 
Souza, Oscar-nominated co-writer of ‘Children of Men’, 
Timothy J. Sexton, and author of ‘The 101 Habits of 
Highly Successful Screenwriters,’ Karl Iglesias.

Friday, March 21 4:00pm Vinoy Royal

Surf & Turf Concert
Want a chance to mingle, dance and party? Join us for a 
night of music with The Hodaddys and Fort Pastor (other 
acts may be announced before showtime as well). The show 
will be held at the State Theater - 687 Central Avenue in 
downtown St. Petersburg. The cost is $10 at the door, or 
an All Access Sunscreen Film Festival pass will get you in.

Thursday, March 20 8:00pm State Theater

Friday Night Party
We wanted to make sure that your Friday night at the 
Sunscreen Film Festival was extra special, so we worked 
with several local establishments to continue the party all 
through downtown St. Petersburg!

The following restaurants, bars and clubs have agreed to 
host our patrons throughout the evening. Some venues may 
offer drink specials or discounts with your Festival Pass.

Central Avenue Oyster Bar - 249 Central Ave.
Central Cigars & The Havana Room - 273 Central Ave. 
The Garden Restaurant - 217 Central Ave.
Grille 121 at Baywalk - 121 2nd Ave. N.
JoJo's Lounge - 200 Central Ave. #100
Mastry's Bar - 233 Central Ave.
The Rare Olive - 300 Central Ave. #101

Friday, March 21, starting at 9:30pm
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Panels Workshops & Events

more.



Steven de Souza
Among the handful of screenwriters whose films have 
earned over two billion dollars at the box office, Steven de 
Souza's introduction to Hollywood was on camera - as a 
contestant on an L.A. game show. There, the Philadelphia-
based writer for PBS, The New York Times, Premiere and 
other media outlets won a car and a color TV - and then 
talked his way into the office of several producers to leave 
behind some writing samples. A contract with Universal 
Television as a story editor was the result.

From there, Steven moved into producing (‘Knight Rider’), 
and then earned his first motion picture credit, on ‘48 
Hrs.’ That film, along with ‘Commando’ and ‘Die Hard,’ 
established his reputation as a writer who could deftly 
handle both action and humor. That trademark 
combination remains evident in all of his subsequent work, 
which has expanded to include science fiction, and comedy.

Mr. de Souza has been nominated two times each for the 
Edgar Allen Poe award for best mystery screenplay, and 
the Saturn award for best Science Fiction/Fantasy Film. In 
2000 he was honored with the Norman Lear Award for 
Lifetime Achievement in writing.

Marc Durso
Marc is a graduate of the Burt 
Reynolds Institute, where he 
studied with Tony Award 
winners and Broadway stars 
Julie Harris, Leonard Frye, Tom 
Troupe, Alan Arkin, Jerry 
Herman and Charles Nelson 
Reilly. He has directed/associate 
directed NY and LA premieres 
starring Tony Award winners 
Uta Hagen and Fritz Weaver as 

well as for legendary Master Teacher, Sanford Meisner. 
Marc assisted Impresario James A. Doolittle in presenting 
the Baryshnikov, Kirov, Joffrey, American Ballet Theatre 
and Radio City Rockettes dance companies at the Dorothy 
Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles developing budgets for 
multi-million dollar productions. He also wrote for a CBS 
animated series, ‘Cadillacs & Dinosaurs’ under head writer 
(and fellow guest) Steven de Souza.

Marc teaches private workshops throughout the United 
States and Europe. His students are working SAG, AFTRA 
and AEA members with film and TV starring and co-
starring roles, national tours and commercials to their 
credit.

David Fazekas
David was born in Detroit, Michigan in 1966. He attended 
Adrian College in Adrian, Michigan and graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration and Minor in 
Economics. Shortly after college he entered the Peace Corps 
and served two years as a volunteer in Escuintla, 
Guatemala, Central America in the small business program.

After leaving the Peace Corps, he was employed by Screen 
Actors Guild as a Business Representative in Miami, 
Florida. In May of 2000, David moved to Orlando to accept 
the position of Central Florida Representative and shortly 
thereafter was promoted to Central Florida Executive. In 
September of 2002, he was promoted to South Region 
Executive.

In his current position, he is responsible for enforcement 
and interpretation of all Guild collective bargaining 
agreements within the Region, enforcement of its Agency 
Regulations, supervision of Business Representatives, 
processing of signatory documents, meeting with producers, 
coordination of member activities, performance of set 
checks, attending film festivals and conducting Low Budget 
workshops for filmmakers.

Karl Iglesias
Karl is a screenwriter who teaches at UCLA Extension's 
Writer's Program and Writers University. As a script 
consultant passionate about great storytelling, he 
specializes in the reader's emotional response to the 
written page. He is the best-selling author of ‘The 101 
Habits of Highly Successful Screenwriters’ and ‘Writing 
for Emotional Impact.’ He also writes a regular column on  
the craft for Creative Screenwriting magazine.

John Jackson
John began his career in film as an actor in Los Angeles. 
Working under the name John Durbin, he appeared in a 
combination of over one hundred films, television movies, 
series television and plays. Returning to the Midwest in the 
1990s, John met film maker Alexander Payne. The two 
have worked together on four films, ‘Sideways,’ ‘About 
Schmidt,’ ‘Election,’ and ‘Citizen Ruth.’ As his interest in 
acting diminished, his work in casting grew. Current 
casting projects include feature films: ‘The Objective’ with 
writer/director Daniel Myrick (‘Blair Witch Project’) and 
‘Shoe At Your Foot’ with French film maker Jennifer 
Devoldere. Most recently, John completed casting feature 
films entitled ‘Expired,’ ‘American Zombie,’ ‘The Host,’ 
‘Humboldt County’ and ‘Otis.’ The latter two projects both 
make their world premiere this year at South by Southwest 
Film Festival in Austin, Texas. He is currently working on 
the independent feature film, ‘Tennis With Jesus.’

LaTanya Potts
LaTanya began casting in 1998, 
while maintaining her ER 
position at King Drew Medical 
Center. As relationships 
developed, she moved into 
commercial casting. She went 
on to cast independent features 
with a variety of actors; from 
Terrence Howard and Bernie 
Mac to Louis Gossett Jr. and 
Samuel Jackson.

Her television credits include, ‘Moesha’ and ‘The Steve 
Harvey Show.’ Film credits include associate casting of the 
Weinstein feature film ‘Soul Men.’ LaTanya is currently 
casting the ‘Untitled Jeff Franklin Project.’ Additionally 
LaTanya has worked for Paramount, CBS, FOX and 
Warner Brothers. 

Timothy J. Sexton
Timothy was born in St. Louis, 
where he majored in English at 
Colorado College. He later took 
time to travel and worked as a 
copywriter, journalist and 
translator. After living in 
Mexico City for four years, he 
relocated to Los Angeles to 
become a screenwriter. ‘For 
Love or Country: The Arturo 
Sandoval Story’ was his first 

filmed screenplay, followed by the teleplay of the HBO 
movie ‘Boycott’ (co-written with Herman Daniel Farrell).

Sexton received a 2003 Emmy Award nomination for 
‘Live From Baghdad,’ and was nominated for an Adapted 
Screenplay Academy Award in 2007 for his work with 
Alfonso Cuarón on ‘Children of Men.’

Eric Zala
Eric was born in Panorama City, 
California in July, 1970. He was 
raised in Ocean Springs, a small 
town on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast. Starting in 1982, Eric 
and friends Chris Strompolos 
and Jayson Lamb recreated 
‘Raiders of the Lost Ark’ scene-
for-scene, eventually premiering 
the film to receptive hometown 
crowd in the summer of 1989. 

At age 18, Eric moved to Manhattan, attending NYU's 
Tisch School of the Arts, majoring in Film and Television 
production, and minoring in Religious Studies. He 
graduated with honors in 1992 and moved to Los Angeles 
and began working in quality assurance for the video game 
industry.

The resurfacing of ‘Raiders of the Lost Ark: The 
Adaptation’ convinced Eric to turn back to making movies. 
He has re-teamed with Chris Strompolos to form a 
production company, Rolling Boulder Films.
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Special Guests



Opening Night Film:
Broke Sky
97 minutes
Directed by Thomas Callaway
FLORIDA PREMIERE
Best friends Bucky and Earl live just outside Moody Texas, 
working for the County Animal Control Department, 
Carcass Removal Division. The daily drudgery of their job 
is shattered after they discover the corpse of a young 
hitchhiker that they had picked up a few days earlier. 
Afraid of being implicated in the crime, Earl convinces 
Bucky they would be better off disposing of the body in the 
Dead Pit with the other rotting road kill. When Bucky 
decides to find the killer on his own, what he finds is more 
than he bargained for.

Wednesday, March 19 7:00pm Muvico Baywalk

Daliwood & Student 
Surrealist Video 
Competition
90 minutes
Presented in conjunction with the Salvador Dalí 
Museum
View the top surrealist short films created by Pinellas 
County high school students in the Salvador Dalí 
Museum’s Student Surrealist Video Competition. The 
competition’s top entries will be screened alongside some 
of Dalí’s unforgettable haunting images—the slicing of an 
eyeball with a razor and a hand infected with ants in ‘Un 
Chien andalou’ (1929). Awards for Most Surreal Vision, 
Most Enigmatic Vision and Most Dalínian Vision will be 
announced at the screening. The Museum’s current exhibit, 
Dalí & Film, which is the first exhibition to examine the 
profound relationship between Dalí’s paintings and films, 
reveals how Dalí combined his skills in painting with the 
new and exciting possibilities of the moving image to 
define a new art.

This event is FREE and open to the public.

Thursday, March 20 6:00pm Vinoy Majestic

Raiders of the Lost Ark: 
The Adaptation
90 minutes
Directed by Eric Zala
Produced by Chris Strompolos
Shot and edited by Jayson Lamb
In the summer of 1982, three young boys from the Gulf 
Coast of Mississippi set out to remake George Lucas and 
Steven Spielberg's blockbuster ‘Raiders of the Lost Ark.’ 
For the next seven years, the friends demonstrated 
incredible resourcefulness, creativity and endurance to 
complete the project. The result is a fascinating document 
that stands as a testament to youthful exuberance and the 
endurance of friendship.
Director Eric Zala is scheduled to appear.

Friday, March 21 9:30pm Vinoy Royal
Saturday, March 22 6:30pm Vinoy Majestic
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Special Screenings



The Art of Pain
90 minutes
Directed by Matt Brookens
WORLD PREMIERE!
Jack works an easy job at the movie theater with his pal 
Nick, a sci-fi geek, and his aspiring actress girlfriend, 
Sharon. He used to be a pretty good painter, but there isn't 
much inspiration in this zombie-like existence. Enter 
Marcus, a pissed off ninja-in-training with something to 
prove. Fueled by disgust for Jack's apathy and a cruel 
sensei, Marcus takes it upon himself to teach a brutal 
lesson: Great art comes from great pain. What follows is a  
bloody trail of seduction, murder and maiming that only a 
ninja can inflict.

“Why was it that I was surrounded by people who consider 
themselves artists, but who never made a real attempt to 
follow that dream? I wanted to explore the concept of 
artistic motivation. What inspires someone to create art?  
Why do people with extraordinary talent often neglect it?  
Perhaps most intriguing to me was the idea that pain can 
fuel creativity. In many ways, suffering can be a cruel 
muse to the artist. It provides him or her with something 
to express, something to prove and the energy derived 
from anger to power action. What if a bitter failed artist 
wanted to inspire and push another artist into success by 
causing him pain? Well I think it would make a damned 
entertaining dark comedy!”

  - Matt Brookens, Director

Thursday, March 20 8:00pm Vinoy Majestic

Beyond the Fence 
(Sakugoe)
98 minutes
Directed by Ryuichi Honda
Morita has no friends and is in debt to gangsters. Tired of 
life, he climbs up to a roof with a suicide note. But there 
he meets a drifter named Tommy, who convinces Morita to 
go the next day to climb Mt. Fuji with him. Morita begins 
to learn about Tommy’s past, where he was betrayed by his 
best friend. The two men with secrets they cannot tell 
decide to face their pasts. This fascinating story of unlikely 
friends and secret pasts was written by co-star Tomohisa 
Yuge (Tommy).

Thursday, March 20 10:00am Vinoy Majestic

The Grift
106 minutes
Directed by Ralph Portillo
Things are not what they seem at the Shamrock Motor 
Court, run by ruthless con man William Bender (John 
Savage) and his children Kate (Sara Downing) and John 
(Max Kasch). Set in 1948, this drama explores the 
dynamics of a family of grifters and their impact on a 
sleepy country town in the south. Also starring William 
McNamara, Jeremy London and Clare Kramer.

“’The Grift’ gave me an opportunity to work with material 
and a backdrop I've always found fascinating, the Deep 
South. The screenplay, having been written by Pamela 
McKee Smith, a talented Southern writer, accurately 
reflects the time and place.  I was also fortunate to have 
worked with a very talented cast and crew that allowed 
me to bring to life the time era and the story.”

  - Ralph Portillo, Director

Thursday, March 20 2:00pm Vinoy Majestic

One Night
98 minutes
Directed by Michael Knowles
Fifteen strangers go into a Friday night in New York 
unaware of the fact that their lives are about to change. 
Driven by an unconscious desire for human connection, 
their lives intersect over the course of the evening. Shot 
entirely on various locations in New York City, One Night 
is both tragic and hopeful - it shows how alone and 
unaware of other people we can be, yet it also 
demonstrates the joy that can happen when we open 
ourselves up to others.

“’One Night’ is an expression of how I feel about many 
things along with how I experience life. I have deep 
anger and sadness which seems to come through all of 
my characters in various ways, but I also have moments 
of true joy and peace that are reflected in those 
characters. Ultimately I am an artist who hopes to share 
what I feel through my work, have people see it, and not 
feel so alone.”

  - Michael Knowles, Director

Friday, March 21 8:00pm Vinoy Majestic

Screw Cupid
109 minutes
Directed by Sanjeev Sirpal
WORLD PREMIERE!
Taylor Polvar believes love happens like it does in the 
movies. Although with his girlfriend leaving him for a 
pseudo-Australian soap star and his well-meaning best 
friend setting him up on every disastrous date the world of 
personals has to offer, it's playing more like a Fellini film. 
When Taylor meets Swain Holly, an incandescent, 
headstrong girl who believes in Bigfoot more than she does 
love, their first meeting passes about as smoothly as a 
kidney stone. But fate has a funny way of taking its time, 
and they form a powerful and unlikely friendship that 
ultimately becomes threatened by the same thing that 
draws them together.
Director Sanjeev Sirpal is a Florida native.

“My girlfriend in college, to use the medical term, sucked 
ass. One day, when I came back to our apartment and 
found someone else’s tequila in my kitchen, someone 
else’s razor in my bathroom, and someone else in my 
girlfriend, I thought it was as good a time as any to pack 
up everything I could fit into my car and drive to LA to 
start my career in filmmaking. She actually yelled at me 
because I didn’t knock first.”

  - Sanjeev Sirpal, Director

Friday, March 21 5:30pm Vinoy Majestic
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Narrative Features



Jamie Fleming
Jamie has spent more than 20 
years in the Entertainment 
Industry including management 
positions with Disney and 
Universal Studios in their 
Motion Picture, Consumer 
Products, and Studio Divisions.  
During his tenure with Disney, 
Jamie was responsible for the 
national campaigns to promote 
the release of 16 films and 

controlled the marketing finances for 23 film releases.  
While at Universal in Hollywood, Jamie was responsible 
for the Studio’s marketing including Universal’s new 
studio in Orlando, Florida.  Jamie co-founded Filmline 
International which handled the film and video 
acquisitions for nine International distribution companies.  
Currently, Jamie works with fellow panel member John 
Flynn at Hollywood Classics / InFrame, a motion picture 
distribution sales agency where Jamie primarily focuses on 
acquiring new films and film financing.  Jamie visits 
Florida frequently to spend time at his home in the Central 
Florida region.

John N. Flynn
John is a partner in Hollywood 
Classics, which offers exclusive 
rights to distributors around the 
world for selected new releases 
and classic films from the major 
Hollywood studios. Hollywood 
Classics and its “sister” label 
INFRAME also handle 
independent films from its 
offices in London and Los 
Angeles.

He was previously an executive at MGM/UA where he 
began marketing first-run theatrical motion pictures in 
1983. He later moved to MGM/UA’s international 
department, responsible for coordination of international 
publicity with United International Pictures, London 
(UIP). He also served as Director of International Special 
Markets where he marketed and licensed MGM/UA’s 
selected new pictures and the classic film libraries of 
MGM, UA and Warner Bros.

Marty Poole
Marty has worked in the film business since 1991 with a 
diverse resume that includes writer, director, producer, and 
distribution executive. He has been employed by a variety 
of established film production/distribution companies in 
both sales and acquisitions.  His extensive resume includes 
employment at Media Film International, United 
International Film Corp., G.E.L Entertainment, American 
World Pictures and Artist View Entertainment.
 
As a screenwriter Marty has had four scripts produced as 
feature films.  Echo Bridge Entertainment recently 
acquired his most recent film, ”The Headhunter,” the true-
life story of David E. Stanley, the stepbrother of Elvis 
Presley. Marty's other credits as a writer, director or 
producer include - ‘Reptilian,’ ‘Diamond Run,’ ‘Ground 
Rules,’ and ‘Standing Still,’ starring James Van Der Beek, 
Mena Survari, and Oscar nominee Amy Adams.

Marty is currently Director of Acquisitions and Licensing 
at York Entertainment, whose mandate is to acquire and 
distribute 60 to 70 feature films a year.
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Feature Judges



Beyond The Call
82 minutes
Directed by Adrian Belic
Ed Artis, James Laws and Walt Ratterman are three 
middle aged men whose idea of adventure is taking 
desperately needed food and medicine into the world's most 
dangerous places - a fusion of Mother Teresa and Indiana 
Jones. Their specialty is going where death from 
landmines, bullets, or bombs is as frequent as death from 
hunger, disease, or the elements. This inspirational and 
entertaining film is from the director of the Academy 
Award nominated documentary ‘Genghis Blues’.

“Beyond war and aid, ‘Beyond the Call’ speaks to each of 
us who want to move from violence to peace and have an 
extraordinary life along the way. I hope that this film will 
begin to build bridges in a very polarized United States 
and global community. I also hope that internationally 
the film will rekindle in peoples’ memories what they 
enjoy and dare I say admire in the American spirit and 
character.”

  - Adrian Belic, Director

Saturday, March 22 12:45pm Vinoy Majestic

Cracker Crazy:
Invisible Histories of the 
Sunshine Sate
89 minutes
Directed by Georg Koszulinski
FLORIDA FILM
Renegade filmmaker Georg Koszulinski takes on Florida's 
history from a decidedly different point of view. Blending 
archival and original footage, he brings to life a cast of 
historical characters spanning over 12,000 years, from 
Florida's ancient Indians to the migrant farm workers of 
the 21st century. Meet Osceola and the Seminoles, unmask 
Florida's Ku Klux Klan and don't forget about Walt Disney 
and Henry Flagler - perhaps the two characters most 
responsible for the Florida we know today.

Saturday, March 22 2:30pm Vinoy Royal

D.O.P.E
60 minutes
Directed by Chris Aherns
FLORIDA PREMIERE
This film looks at four legendary world champion 
skateboarders, Jay Adams, Christian Hosoi, Dennis 
Martinez and Bruce Logan. It examines their rise to the 
top and their descent into the drug and crime culture and 
slow climb back to life. Rare archival footage and new 
interviews combine to explore the effect drug use has on 
society. Features narration by actor Danny Trejo, title song 
by P.O.D. and additional music by Switchfoot.

“This movie is all about hope. Look at me I was strung out 
on drugs for seventeen years and now I am clean.”

  - Dennis Martinez, Star/Associate Producer

Friday, March 21 12:15pm Vinoy Majestic
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FEMA City
70 minutes
Directed by Jamin Griffiths
FLORIDA FILM
In the aftermath of 2004’s Hurricane Charley, over 2000 
people moved into 551 emergency mobile home units set 
up in a field in Charlotte County, Florida. In December 
2005, with a move-out deadline approaching, more than 
two-thirds of the people still lived in the park dubbed 
“FEMA City.” Jamin Griffiths explores why this place has 
been called a ‘socioeconomic time bomb,’ why the 
residents are having trouble getting back into their 
community, and why the system has failed.

Saturday, March 22 4:30pm Vinoy Royal

Finding Wild Florida
44 minutes
Directed by Stephen Mick
FLORIDA FILM
Every year, hundreds of thousands of people move to the 
Sunshine State, looking for a piece of paradise. But as the 
population explodes, and development encroaches further 
into nature, how does the environment cope? After a 
century of man's impact, are there any places, adventures 
or experiences left that can really be called “wild?” For 
over 30 days, filmmaker Stephen Mick, photographer 
Chris Ross and a cast of guides, surfers and conservation 
experts explored Florida, a journey that ultimately leads 
all of us to redefine the meaning of “wild.”

"Florida is a big place, much bigger than even I thought it 
was. And then you see all the development and growth 
that's going on around the state and you realize that 
every day, we're making Florida just a bit smaller than it 
was before. At some point, all of the beauty and wild that 
makes Florida special will likely disappear."

  - Stephen Mick, Director/Editor/Writer

Saturday, March 22 10:15am Vinoy Majestic

Holler Back – [not] Voting 
in an American Town
95 minutes
Directed by lulu Fries’dat
In revealing interviews non-voters express their anger at a 
corrupt and unresponsive system. Set in Allentown, 
Pennsylvania in 2004, with the race for president in a 
dead heat – the film digs into American elections to look 
at the ugly underbelly of our democracy.

“In my family we vote. Not vote? What are you crazy? But 
most people don’t vote in every election. Turnout for the 
primary this year has been 27% - an all time high for a 
primary, but really, 27%? News organizations don’t talk 
about it. I’ve worked at CBS, NBC, PBS, Fox…it’s rarely 
mentioned. I’d like to talk about it, but I understand 
you’ve got Real Life Shit. So I made a political film for 
people who’d rather be at Roller Derby practice. Kind of 
like these voting public service announcements I did with 
Triumph the Insult Comic Dog. Just a little bit longer.”

  (To see the PSAs, visit hollerbackfilm.com/ 
 productioncompany.html and click under lulu's photo.)

  - lulu Fries’dat, Director

Friday, March 21 2:45pm Vinoy Majestic

Inside the Handy 
Writers’ Colony
55 minutes
Directed by Dawn Sinclair Shapiro
The Handy Writers’ Colony and its quixotic leader, Lowney 
Handy, provided a refuge for would-be writers throughout 
the 1950s. Lowney was both mistress and mentor to the 
colony’s charter member, James Jones, author of From 
Here to Eternity.  Together they came to believe that she 
could turn anyone into a great author. Narrated by Nick 
Clooney and featuring the voice of Jane Alexander as 
Lowney Handy.
Portions of Inside the Handy Writers’ Colony were filmed 
locally in Pinellas County. Director Dawn Sinclair Shapiro 
is a St. Petersburg native.

Saturday, March 22 2:45pm Vinoy Majestic
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Lisa Ciurro
Lisa buried herself in books and 
movies at a young age. She 
attempted to reintegrate into 
society in the late 90s, but found 
that her social skills had 
withered from lack of use. She 
accepted her inner wallflower, 
bought a computer and devoted 
herself to the blogosphere.

A corporate drone by day, Lisa 
reviews and writes about books and movies on her blogs 
Tampa Film Fan and Tampa Book Buzz. She also guest 
blogs at the popular local blog Sticks of Fire and the 
Orlando site Flicks on Fairbanks. In 2005, tbt* named her 
one of the best local bloggers. A member of the Florida 
Bibliophile Society and the Tampa Writers Alliance, Lisa 
recently served as a judge for the 2006 Independents’ Film 
Festival. In September 2006, her blog Tampa Book Buzz 
was a runner-up for Best Local Blog in the Weekly 
Planet’s Best of the Bay contest.

Dave DeBorde
Dave is an award-winning stage 
director and filmmaker whose 
work as a producer has screened 
at over 50 film festivals, 
internationally, and garnered 
over 27 major awards. Dave is 
now in negotiations with Hasbro 
to make a feature version of his 
directorial debut, ‘Risk’–a fast-
paced, comedic spin on business 
as war. He also shot a group of 

three short films called ‘Potluck,’ now in distribution for 
the Christian media market. One of the films, ‘Success 
Story Part I,’ was selected for competition in the 
prestigious Cannes Film Festival. 

Dave is a full-time Communications professor at 
Southeastern University and is married to Alisa, who also 
teaches at Southeastern in the school's English 
Department. They live in Lakeland, FL and have three 
gorgeous children: Mariva (8), Max (5) and Cosette (3).

Tom Garrett
Tom is a producer of independent 
feature films and a founding 
partner of Circa Films, a sales 
and distribution company 
engaged in production and 
international distribution of 
independent feature films. He 
has an M.F.A from the Tisch 
School of the Arts Graduate 
Film program at New York 
University.

Over the past twenty years, Tom has been credited as a 
producer on fourteen feature films and has worked with a 
number of noted directors, including Alex Cox and 
Academy Award winner Jean Charles Tachella. He is also 
producer and director of the 1980s “cult classic” ‘Death 
Collector.’

Tom and his wife, Lee Morse, own Best West Productions, 
a production service company which has brought many 
feature films to the west coast of Florida, including ‘Great 
Expectations’ and 'Palmetto. They currently live in 
Sarasota, Florida and Tom teaches Film Production at the 
University of Tampa.
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300 Pounds
5 minutes
Directed by Eric Valdes
FLORIDA FILM • FAN FILM COMPETITION 
A trailer for a brilliant piece of action cinema, a feast for 
both the eyes and stomach, loosely based on a Zack Snyder 
film that was loosely based on a Frank Miller graphic 
novel that was even more loosely based on a history book 
written by Herodotus a couple thousand years ago. The 
point is, somebody down the line screwed up, and this film 
intends to set the historical record straight.

“Personally, this represents the first no-holds-barred 
venture of a couple of friends who have been writing 
jokes for years and have finally decided to do something 
with them. Now, the ball is rolling. Hopefully we'll be 
crushed beneath it. I pray the reality won't be as violent 
as the metaphor, at least until I get insurance.”

  - Eric Valdes, Director

Playing in “Action! Horror! Science Fiction!” Short Block
Friday, March 21 2:30pm Vinoy Royal

Across The Hall
(El otro lado del pasillo)
17 minutes
Directed by Alan Powell
FLORIDA PREMIERE
Miguel and his family have recently emigrated, and he 
finds it difficult to deal with diverse cultures. His wife is 
angered by his refusal to acknowledge his cross-dressing 
neighbor and his orders for his children to do the same. 
During their first experience with Halloween “trick or 
treat,” the children are tempted to defy their father and 
knock on the door across the hall.

“It wasn't till two days before the shoot that it suddenly 
donned on me that I'm directing a mostly Spanish script 
and I don't speak a word of the language!”

  - Alan Powell, Director

Playing in “Feeling Fine Films” Short Block
Thursday, March 20 12:30pm Vinoy Majestic

Ajar
8 minutes
Directed by David Jerome
FLORIDA FILM • WORLD PREMIERE!
A man trapped in his own prison finds a way to escape. 
The battle between his fear and his soul's desire for 
happiness creates another world where life is a much 
better place.

“I bought twelve beta fish the night before a shoot. The 
guy selling them thought I was going to fight them like 
some people do with dogs or chickens. If they are put in a  
bowl with another fish apparently they will kill each 
other. I guess these fish like their own space.”

  - David Jerome, Director

Playing in “Altered Reality Short Films” Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Majestic

The Apple Tree
24 minutes
Directed by Jesse Newman
FLORIDA FILM
When Ruben’s writing is panned and ignored by his ex-
girlfriend and best friend, he meets a peculiar young 
woman who leads him to an apple tree of inspiration. As 
his newest story becomes more and more realistic, it 
begins to haunt and control him. It becomes up to his ex-
girlfriend and best friend to save him, but in order to 
change Ruben’s story, they must first become a part of it. 
Voted Best Drama of 2007 by the Tampa Film Review.

Playing in “Local Short Films” Block
Saturday, March 22 12:30pm Vinoy Royal

Backgrounded
16 minutes
Directed by Matt Jackson
One morning, Evan Higginbotham and his fellow 
“Background Actors” are left behind.  Instead, they are 
picked up by terrorists and taken over the border to 
Mexico. Even after being stripped, hosed down, and stuck 
in a cold warehouse, not one of them can tell the difference 
between this and a normal day on a Hollywood set.

“When you do extra work, its common to park in the 
middle of nowhere and take a shuttle to set.  When the 
shuttle arrives, you willingly pile into in a van full of 
strangers and ride for several miles to an undisclosed 
location. It occurred to me one morning that if one 
were the kidnapping sort, this would be a really easy 
way to do it.”

  - Benj Goehner, Screenwriter

Playing in “Feeling Fine Films” Short Block
Thursday, March 20 12:30pm Vinoy Majestic

The Chappellabe Afterschool Sex-Ed Program Presents

Chris & Reed in: NIGHTMARES!
28 minutes
Directed by Christopher Baldi
One installment of a fictional educational series about two 
late-bloomers named Chris and Reed and their swinging 
roommate Brad. In ‘NIGHTMARES!’, Chris and Reed get 
their first look at “mature” programming when Brad 
installs cable television. When some scary movies keep 
them up all night, Chris and Reed literally turn the house 
upside down. Now, it's up to Brad to get them back to 
sleep for good.

“At the premiere screening, one girl actually peed herself. 
The ultimate compliment.”

  - Christopher Baldi, Director

Playing in “Laughter: The Best Medicine” Short Block
Friday, March 21 7:30pm Vinoy Royal
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Copy
6 minutes
Directed by Michael Griffin
Glen is secretly in love. But rather than find the courage to 
speak to the woman, he tries to copy her. Then he finds 
that his problems only multiply.

Playing in “Altered Reality Short Films” Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Majestic

Cyn
5 minutes
Directed by Alex Ferrari
FLORIDA FILM
A young woman, Cynthia, is taken away in the middle of 
the night to an abandoned kindergarten by two 
psychopaths. Cyn quickly turns the tables on them and 
soon the night becomes a cat and mouse mind game.

“Done for under $1000, Cyn brings together an amazing 
group of talented people. Without these remarkably 
talented friends and professionals, Cyn would have never 
made it's 6 day schedule.”

  - Alex Ferrari, Director

Playing in “Action! Horror! Science Fiction!” Short Block
Friday, March 21 2:30pm Vinoy Royal

Diva
8 minutes
Directed by Josephine Mackerras
A transsexual leaves his small hometown with a broken 
heart and seeks to find himself in Paris.

Playing in “A Bit of Love and Loss” Short Block
Thursday, March 20 4:15pm Vinoy Majestic

Expendable
18 minutes
Directed by David Malki !
When Rudy starts work as a henchman at 
A.R.A.C.H.N.I.D., he doesn't know what to expect. 
Certainly not being handed an AK-47 to shoot any British 
spies he might see wandering around. Some of Rudy's 
fellow henchmen are ideologically devoted to the evil Igor 
Tarantula, M.D. and his plan to take over the world, but 
others are in it for the overtime pay, or they just love killin' 
guys. And at least one's got a fully vested 401(k) and is 
ready to retire.  We've seen plenty of movies about spies. 
Now, here's one about all the regular guys they kill.

“This film was shot in a decommissioned Marine Corps 
base. When we returned to do reshoots, we were 
informed that the site was shut down because of 
unacceptable lead and asbestos levels (which we had been 
exposed to the entire time).”

  - David Malki !, Director

Playing in “Laughter: The Best Medicine” Short Block
Friday, March 21 7:30pm Vinoy Royal

Forced Alliance
16 minutes
Directed by Gerry Santos & Randolph Bookman
FAN FILM COMPETITION
A young Jedi named Orin and his master, Andril, are on a 
mission to ascertain the validity of rumors coming from 
the Outer rim planets that the Sith are emerging once 
again. However, two of the Sith’s best students are on the 
run, looking for a way to be free of their masters. At 
Brock's Spice Den, the Jedi, the renegade Sith, and the 
vengeful Darth Teros all converge.

Playing in “Action! Horror! Science Fiction!” Short Block
Friday, March 21 2:30pm Vinoy Royal

The Good Samaritan
12 minutes
Directed by Evan Smith
FLORIDA FILM
As a sixteen year old girl confesses her sins to a priest, she 
tells the story of a stranger who contacted her because he 
saw that she was in pain. He knew the one responsible who 
needed to be punished. The stranger kidnapped the man 
and purged his sins through torture and humiliation. After 
two weeks, the Good Samaritan brought him before the 
girl and offered her the choice whether he lives or dies. 
True justice is in the eye of the beholder.

Playing in “Local Short Films” Block
Saturday, March 22 12:30pm Vinoy Royal
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A Grain of Salt
12 minutes
Directed by Andrzej Mrotek
FLORIDA FILM • WORLD PREMIERE!
What if you could avenge your own murder? David wakes 
to the sound of a doorbell only to be killed by the gunman 
outside. He snaps awake again to relive the event, yet 
despite his precautions, David again dies. When David 
enlists the help of his friend, Sarlo, things don’t turn out 
as he expects, but he does have one more chance to get 
things right.

Playing in “Local Short Films” Block
Saturday, March 22 12:30pm Vinoy Royal

The Hanging Tree
9 minutes
Directed by Nick Borges
WORLD PREMIERE!
What if love never died? A tree ties together two centuries 
of love through slavery and war into the present. Director 
Nick Borges is a native of Palm Harbor and a graduate of 
the University of Florida.

“I wanted to write a film that could take place anywhere, 
so I wouldn't have trouble securing a location. What 
could be easier to find than a tree? It ended up taking me 
FOUR weeks of driving everyday to find a property with 
tree in Los Angeles. After a search that spanned most of 
Los Angeles County's 5,000 square miles, I ended up 
shooting 6 miles from my house.”

  - Nick Borges, Director

Playing in “Feeling Fine Films” Short Block
Thursday, March 20 12:30pm Vinoy Majestic

I Communicate!
12 minutes
Directed by Ben Ginsburg
Bruce's 18-year-old girlfriend, Lena, wants to watch porno 
for the first time on her parents giant screen television. 
But her enthusiasm quickly fades as the groaning Godzillas 
dwarf the shy couple, who try to make love as they watch.

“This film is about porno but it is not porno. In fact it is 
the opposite of porno. If anything, it is satire of 
pornography, or an anti-pornography. It does not degrade 
women. It uplifts women. It asks questions about 
sexuality. It reveals how our sexuality is almost entirely 
controlled by the images we have of it, and not the act 
itself.”

  - Ben Ginsburg, Writer/Director

Playing in “Laughter: The Best Medicine” Short Block
Friday, March 21 7:30pm Vinoy Royal

Letting Go
4 minutes
Directed by Dan Masucci
When a nine-year old decides that he's ready to put his 
‘blanky’ away, it's his father who has a hard time letting go.

“Growing up, I never understood the expression 
bittersweet. The idea of something being both happy and 
sad at once made very little sense to me. It was not until 
my son was born and took his first step that this 
expression clearly took shape in my heart and mind. For 
that reason, this is a very personal film for me, more so 
than any that I've directed previously.”

  - Dan Masucci, Director

Playing in “A Bit of Love and Loss” Short Block
Thursday, March 20 4:15pm Vinoy Majestic

The Magic
25 minutes
Directed by Rory Rooney
Harvey, a shy office clerk, acquires a mysterious and 
involuntary compulsion to perform outlandish magic 
tricks. This rare affliction soon attracts the ominous 
attentions of creepy and inept Dr. Hook, who sets about 
discovering a cure for this ‘Illusionitis’ to get his name in 
the medicine books forever. At an all-time-low, Harvey 
begins using his newfound magical skills for his own ends 
and things go from bad to worse. Can Dr. Hook cure him 
before the magic turns black?

Playing in “Altered Reality Short Films” Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Majestic

Mr. Bubbs
7 minutes
Directed by Todd Thompson
FLORIDA FILM
A stranger picks the wrong girl to kidnap one bright, sunny 
day in suburbia. Starring Kendall Ganey (The Little 
Princess) and Alan Lilly (Bully, The Punisher).

“About 6 years ago, I directed a photo shoot with a little 
girl I swore could be the next Shirley Temple.  She was 
only 4 or 5 at the time, and I lost touch with her parents 
after the shoot wrapped, but I always kept her in the 
back of my mind and hoped that one day we would get to 
do a film together. Flashforward to December 2006.  One 
day after getting pitched the idea for ‘Mr. Bubbs,’ the 
same little girl’s headshot appeared in our mailbox. Her 
mother wasn't sure if I was going to remember her, but 
she said they had been following my career and wanted to 
know if I had any roles coming up that she might be right 
for.  ‘Boy,’ I said. ‘Do I!’”

  - Todd Thompson, Writer/Director

Playing in “Laughter: The Best Medicine” Short Block
Friday, March 21 7:30pm Vinoy Royal

17  2008 Sunscreen Film
 Festival

Narrative Short FilmsNarrative Short Films



Near the End
6 minutes
Directed by Eli T. Peña
FLORIDA FILM
Since the early 1900s we’ve witnessed countless times the 
horror film staple of a villain chasing a damsel in distress. 
Take a journey through time to see how this idea has 
evolved from the birth of cinema to the present day.

“Wal-Mart was having a clearance on Halloween 
costumes. So, we thought what the heck, let's make a 
classic horror movie. We can afford it.”

  - Eli T. Peña, Director

Playing in “Action! Horror! Science Fiction!” Short Block
Friday, March 21 2:30pm Vinoy Royal

No Parking
4 minutes
Directed by Jeremy Brunjes
Love in the time of parking tickets. Can a ticket magnet 
and a parking enforcement officer live happily ever after?

Playing in “Feeling Fine Films” Short Block
Thursday, March 20 12:30pm Vinoy Majestic

The Old Son
43 minutes
Directed by Jongwon Hwang
In a near future, 98% of the world population is immortal 
and never appears to age. Tom is part of the other 2%, a 
mortal just like us. At age 60, Tom comes home to 
reconcile himself with his immortal parents before he dies, 
but this turns out to be more difficult than expected. A 
family drama with a science fiction twist about how hard it 
is for family to say “I love you.”

“What I wanted to avoid was to make a conventional 
science fiction film with a futuristic set and costume. SF 
films of that kind are neither compelling nor subtle. 
Instead, I ended up with an idea that the more 
realistically a surrealistic story is expressed, the more 
convincing it would be.”

  - Jongwon Hwang, Director

Playing in “A Bit of Love and Loss” Short Block
Thursday, March 20 4:15pm Vinoy Majestic

Partially True Tales of 
High Adventure!
12 minutes
Directed by Murphy Gilson
Charlie (Johnny Sneed) left his Midwestern roots behind to 
fulfill his dream of making it in Los Angeles. The only 
directing job he can get is shooting wedding videos, his 
attempts to fit in at a Hollywood party are disastrous, and 
worst of all, a surprise meeting with Shannon Elizabeth 
(herself) earns him a reputation in the tabloids as a sex-
craved pervert. Now, Charlie will have to rely on the 
natural gifts of any Irish-American kid from the midwest - 
a love of alcohol and the tradition of telling outrageously 
wild tall-tales.

“We've been so blessed with this film, from production to 
the festivals. We've won several awards, played all over 
the globe, and our hero, Johnny Sneed even landed the 
lead in the new FOX television series ‘Unhitched’! I feel 
so grateful and lucky to be a part of this.”

  - Murphy Gilson, Writer/Director

Playing in “Laughter: The Best Medicine” Short Block
Friday, March 21 7:30pm Vinoy Royal

Pawn’d
29 minutes
Directed by Sean Michael Davis
FLORIDA FILM
Joe Medici lives in a high-class neighborhood but owns a 
pawnshop in the ghetto of a Florida city. The employees as 
well as prostitutes, crack whores, psycho cops, impatient 
morticians and beautiful women bring a comical and zany 
twist of amusement to Joe’s everyday life. Voted Best 
Comedy of 2007 by the Tampa Film Review.

“The Pawn shop was actually built in an old coin 
Laundromat that we converted for the show. Only one air 
conditioner worked (we had to barter with an AC guy to 
keep it running) and all of the props were donated by 
friends. Most of the stuff didn’t work or was just crap.”

  - Sean Michael Davis, Director

Playing in “Local Short Films” Block
Saturday, March 22 12:30pm Vinoy Royal

Pencil Fighting: The Life and
Times of Team Balderdash
23 minutes
Directed by Fro Rojas
FLORIDA FILM
Following a devastating childhood defeat against a ‘Husky’ 
pencil, Team Balderdash disbands and decides to go their 
separate ways. 20 years later, the death of a Balderdash 
teammate reunites the remaining three members and they 
decide to go for one last hurrah!

Playing in “Laughter: The Best Medicine” Short Block
Friday, March 21 7:30pm Vinoy Royal
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The PhoneKeeper
11 minutes
Directed by Stine Michelsen
EAST COAST PREMIERE
Valdemar is content. He lives in an answering machine. Or, 
more specifically, he lives in Rodney's answering machine. 
His job is to record all of the messages left for Rodney and 
to play them back to him on demand. One day, an angel 
from heaven leaves a message for Rodney. Valdemar is 
smitten. Breaking the rules, Valdemar embarks on an 
ambitious attempt to thwart Rodney's attempted seduction. 

“After two days of shooting in the real world, it was time 
to get ready for the machine! But this morning was 
different from the first two - still coffee and baguettes in 
the morning, but instead of shotlist and camera blocking, 
we had spray paint and plywood. We were building an 
answering machine! People had little to no experience as 
handymen, but the whole crew helped out building and 
painting, and at the end of the day we had Valdemar's 
world right there in the studio.”

  - Stine Michelsen, Director

Playing in “Altered Reality Short Films” Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Majestic

Rabia
24 minutes
Directed by Muhammad Ali Hasan
Rabia is a woman who must blow herself up in order to 
exist. As we follow Rabia's mission, we are exposed to 
flashbacks of her past, filled with abuse, rejection, and 
struggle. By the time she steps onto a popular Israeli 
beach, waiting to kill hundreds of innocent civilians, we 
find ourselves asking whether Rabia's act is one of evil or 
one of heroism?

Playing in “Strong Women” Short Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Royal

A Really Intimate Portrait…
Of a complete unknown
28 minutes
Directed by Dani Alpert
FLORIDA PREMIERE
A parody of Lifetime Television's Intimate Portrait series 
that asks, “How can you be a has-been if you've never 
been?” A true look at the frivolous, and marginal 
accomplishments of a nobody, who, by the of the show, will 
look like a somebody.

“I watched a B-rated actress being profiled on Lifetime 
Television’s ‘Intimate Portrait’ series and decided that 
there wasn’t any reason why I shouldn’t have an Intimate 
Portrait; I’d done stuff. And my father was an alcoholic.”

  - Dani Alpert, Director

Playing in “Strong Women” Short Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Royal

The Seed
20 minutes
Directed by Joe Hahn
Sung (Will Yun Lee) is a homeless veteran losing his mind 
on the banks of the L.A. River. Pursued by unseen forces, 
fighting unseen foes, Sung is ostensibly “just another 
lunatic.” As his invisible war continues, under bridges and 
in tunnels, we are taken deeper and deeper into Sung's 
nightmare of conspiracy, cloaking and an unseen 
government war. Beyond what we can see, beyond what we 
don't want to, lies The Seed.

Playing in “Action! Horror! Science Fiction!” Short Block
Friday, March 21 2:30pm Vinoy Royal

The Stewardess
(Die Flugbegleiterin)
12 minutes
Directed by Marcin Glowacki
Where desire ends and addiction begins. A film about the 
amount of food in a society that has lost its proportions, 
about the work of people who don't know anymore what 
their calling is.

“In eleven minutes ‘Die Flugbegleiterin’ strikingly 
describes the social content which causes increasing 
unhealthy behavior.”

  - Marcin Glowacki, Director

Playing in “Altered Reality Short Films” Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Majestic

Totally Connected
4 minutes
Directed by Randy Brown
Check out the ultimate smart phone: a matchbook-sized 
device that delivers your email, faxes, and phone calls 
24/7. The device even has a built-in GPS transmitter, so 
you can always be found. But “getting away without 
falling behind” has a hidden cost.

“I came close to shaving my head to get a shot that I 
wanted. Thankfully at the last minute a bald friend 
volunteered - and showed up!”

  - Randy Brown, Director

Playing in “Altered Reality Short Films” Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Majestic
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Sticks and Stones Will 
Break My Heart
17 minutes
Directed by Kevin Barnes
WORLD PREMIERE!
A young geology student is forced to recall a failed 
romance when his studies are interrupted by a rock thrown  
through his window. The story presented in a silent film 
style with some modern touches.

“There's a scene on the beach with all the lifeguard boats 
perfectly arranged in the background. We never planned 
that. In fact, we did a split schedule that day, and the day 
shoot was interrupted by the return of the lifeguards 
from their stations – fifteen boats all rowing into the 
lagoon and blowing the shot. We had to wait until they 
cleared. But at night, when we turned around, there were 
all the boats, lined up like set dressing. Just one of those 
serendipitous moments of independent filmmaking.”

  - Kevin Barnes, Director

Playing in “Feeling Fine Films” Short Block
Thursday, March 20 12:30pm Vinoy Majestic

Valentino’s Day
30 minutes
Directed by Joel Barham & Nick DePalo
WORLD PREMIERE!
Valentino is a lonesome mechanic haunted by premonitory 
nightmares. After another sleepless night he meets Rose, a  
sassy customer who needs a favor: a favor that 
unexpectedly thrusts Valentino into a power struggle 
within a local drug ring.  Burdened with the blame for a 
missing drug delivery, Valentino goes from ordinary 
mechanic to the most wanted man on the Boss' list. When 
he is forced to exchange his wrench for a gun, will he be 
able to fix the living nightmare his day has become?
Valentino’s Day was filmed in Italy and completed in West 
Palm Beach, FL.

“Last Valentine’s Day I told my girlfriend the romantic 
story about how my cousin in Italy met the girl of his 
dreams. The story wasn’t true, but our film, Valentino’s 
Day, was born. My filmmaking partner and I traveled to 
Italy to bring the ‘lie’ to life. We hope you enjoy it!”

  - Nick DePalo, Writer/Director

Playing in “Action! Horror! Science Fiction!” Short Block
Friday, March 21 2:30pm Vinoy Royal

Vartan LLP
18 minutes
Directed by Myles Price
Sidney Taylor heads up one of the most successful asset 
management funds on Wall Street. When Sidney discovers 
his estranged best friend and former business partner has 
died of cancer, all the emotional walls he has built to 
protect him disappear.

Playing in “A Bit of Love and Loss” Short Block
Thursday, March 20 4:15pm Vinoy Majestic

The Vault
4 minutes
Directed by Justin Owensby
Inspired by the stories of cosmic horror writing's great H.P. 
Lovecraft, ‘The Vault’ illustrates one man's journey into 
the unexplainable.

Playing in “Altered Reality Short Films” Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Majestic
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Ed & Vern’s Rock Store
43 minutes
Directed by Christopher Leps
FLORIDA PREMIERE
From the end of World War II through the late 1950's, 
Americans fell in love with the automobile. The Sunday 
drive was born, and with it, the roadside pit stop. Many of 
these small businesses died off, but in the Santa Monica 
Mountains, there is a stretch of road where the Sunday 
drive is alive and well. The Rock Store has evolved from a 
simple grocery store to a motorcycle Mecca and an 
epicenter for star sightings. Owners Ed and Vern Savko 
have not been without their share of adversity, yet through 
devotion, the Rock Store has become nothing short of an 
icon, earning its place among the artifacts of Americana.

“Being an enthusiast of nostalgia, I felt compelled to tell 
the story of Ed and Vern, and the Rock Store. That such a 
place could exist and remain so unchanged over time is 
something very special. It was a true pleasure capturing a 
small piece of Ed and Vern's lives, and this documentary 
is a tribute to the value of history and nostalgia.”

  - Chris Leps, Writer/Director

Playing with D.O.P.E.
Friday, March 21 12:15pm Vinoy Majestic

From Fire: An Odyssey 
of Glass
12 minutes
Directed by Karen Lavender
FLORIDA FILM
This visually arresting film takes you on a spiritual journey 
with sculptor Marlene Rose as she materialises her artistic 
expression. With this personal glimpse into the beauties 
and dangers facing one of the world's foremost female cast 
glass artists, we explore this dramatic technique as it 
unfolds.  The film offers a fascinating insight into 
Marlene's subjective processes. We catch views of her 
inspiration and her life that seem to parallel the glass 
shapes that emerge from the flames.

“I feel that anyone who watches this film will be inspired 
to go out and achieve their dreams. In todays world, I 
feel that this is an important role of filmmaking - 
inspiration and upliftment!”

  - Karen Lavender, Director

Playing in “Local Short Films” Block
Saturday, March 22 12:30pm Vinoy Royal

Miss Lil’s Camp
26 minutes
Directed by Suzanne Niedland & Anberin Pasha
Lillian Smith, known affectionately as Miss Lil, was the 
director of an exclusive summer girls camp in Georgia that 
taught privileged young women in the Jim Crow South that 
segregation was wrong. Radical as the camp was, nothing 
prepared the South for Lillian Smith’s first novel, ‘Strange 
Fruit,’ in 1944. Co-Director Suzanne Niedland is a St. 
Petersburg native.

“We have won numerous awards, including an invitation 
to screen at the opening of the William Jefferson Clinton 
Library in Little Rock and we hope to have its broadcast 
premiere in 2008.  Lillian Smith, through the film, 
continues to inspire men, woman and children of all races 
with the universal theme of tolerance.  It is an honor to 
carry on her legacy and a joy to introduce people to 
Lillian Smith.  Thanks for Sunscreen for making that 
possible in my home town of St. Pete.”

  - Suzanne L. Niedland, Producer, Co-Director

Playing with Inside the Handy Writers’ Colony
Saturday, March 22 2:45pm Vinoy Majestic

Pin Down Girl: The Story 
of Ethel Brown
21 minutes
Directed by Fyffe Aschenbrenner
In the era after World War II, women were expected to 
stay in the home, raise families and be proper ladies. 
Young Ethel Brown was working at an A&P to support 
herself and her daughter and attending wrestling matches 
as a weekly evening of entertainment. Ethel found 
opportunity when a local sportswriter set her up to meet 
Billy Wolfe, the well-known female wrestling manager. The 
film recounts Ethel’s days traveling, her friendships, her 
romantic involvements, her injuries and how the influence 
of other wrestlers helped polish her.

“I love the message Ethel gives. In our world where we 
take affluence for granted, Ethel reminds us that to get 
what we want, we may need to sacrifice to get there. She 
didn't have much choice but today we have too many 
options.”

  - Fyffe Aschenbrenner, Director

Playing in “Strong Women” Short Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Royal

Via Bearzi
33 minutes
A film by Jeff Alzner, Michael Bearzi & Brook 
Kirklin
WORLD PREMIERE!
Michael Bearzi was working on a film to portray the 
essence of two-man alpine climbing up a new route on 
Gyachung Kang when he unexpectedly died in 2002. Using 
Mike's video, a lifetime of stunning mountain still 
photography, and the accounts of his fellow climbing 
partners, friends Jeff Alzner and Brook Kirklin 
painstakingly compiled this portrait of a man on his 
journey. This film reflects the adventure and motivations 
with the humor and ethics of a man who left his impression 
on everyone he touched.

“Our friend Mike died while making this film. Since we 
had no clue how to proceed, we had to learn quickly in 
order to complete his project. His life took on new 
meaning as his friends came forward to help with the 
story.”

  - Jeff Alzner, Producer

Playing with Finding Wild Florida
Saturday, March 22 10:15am Vinoy Majestic

Why We Wax
20 minutes
Directed by Kimberly M. Wetherell & Amy Axelson
FLORIDA PREMIERE
A little ditty about the hair... 'down there.'
Co-Director Kimberly M. Wetherell is a Clearwater native.

“Neither of us ever thought we'd see the day when we 
would be welcomed into the home of a world-famous 
porn star... and that she would be like Martha Stewart, 
but instead of handing out homemade popsicles...”

  - Kimberly M. Wetherell & Amy Axelson, Co-Directors

Playing in “Strong Women” Short Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Royal
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Cycle
5 minutes
Directed by Guy Bar’Ely
A homeless man, living on the G train, talks to a 
mysterious little girl who sits on the bench in front of him. 
Little by little, we learn the secret that ties the two in a 
bond that can never be broken.

Final Journey
12 minutes
Directed by Lars Zimmermann
Jake Waylon dreams of leaving his meager life behind. 
His most valuable possession is a flyer extolling an 
expensive trip to a south sea planet. One day, the 
company he works for holds a competition with that very 
trip as a prize. Jake immediately sees his chance to 
finally achieve his personal aim.

Glitch
11 minutes
Directed by Peter Ricq
When the very fabric of reality collapses around him, 
George is dragged into a twisted dimension where relics 
from his old life confront him as robotic perversions of 
their former selves. Before he can make sense of it all, 
George finds himself running for his life.

Java - Appetite
2 minutes
Directed by Berin Tuzlić
NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE
Java awakens and is hungry. Will he sate his appetite by 
the sun, or even by the end of the day?

The Life and Death of 
Wriggly Chew
3 minutes
Directed by Jacqueline Koehler
Unsure of the slavering world that he is thrown into, a 
piece of bubble gum feels a beat emerge from the rhythmic 
chomping of his pearly white captors.

Life in Transition
5 minutes
Directed by John R. Dilworth
A visual and symbolic journey depicting the continual 
transformations of life.

A Moment’s Reverie
11 minutes
Directed by Tess Martin
US PREMIERE
Backlit paper cut-outs play with light and each other to 
invoke the translucent world of thoughts and dreams of a 
central character.  A train of memories, hopes and 
fantasies reveal themselves for what seems a brief 
moment.

Running Seasons
6 minutes
Directed by Y. Grace Park
A black and white tale about a boy's life that is symbolized 
by the inside of a train. As the boy moves from one car to 
the other, he grows older and the world inside the train 
becomes colder.

“Life on Earth is repetition of seasons. I wonder after how 
many seasons must pass until I find the warmth of trueful 
understanding.”
- Y. Grace Park, Director

Simulacra
5 minutes
Directed by Tatchapon Lertwirojkul
FLORIDA PREMIERE
In the vast galaxy, there is one robot planet on which every 
natural life is extinct. One day, a robot finds a piece of 
organic life. Unfortunately, that piece is in a dangerous 
and restricted area on his planet. He decides to take the 
risk and his adventure begins.

“My film has been inspired by many science articles. It 
seems why it is hard for humans to discover the truth is 
because we believe in what we see, but it's illusion.”
- Tatchapon Lertwirojkul, Director

Tea Reverie
5 minutes
Directed by Yonsu Kim
A young girl discovers a mystic 'Tea God' within the heart 
of an ancient forest. In the form of a great wood statue, 
the 'Tea God' emits plumes of smoke, which take on dragon 
shape. Entranced by the spectacle, the girl watches in awe 
and finds happiness in this fantasy.

Animated Short Film 
Block
Saturday, March 22 4:45pm Vinoy Majestic

20
08

 S
un

sc
re
en

 F
ilm

 F
es

tiv
al
  
24

 

Animated Short Films



3000 Flares
3 minutes
Directed by Erik Stanfill
“3000 Flares” performed by Boy Eats Drum Machine.

Playing in “Altered Reality Short Films” Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Majestic

Good Morning Herr Horst
3 minutes
Directed by Lovisa Inserra
 “Good Morning Herr Horst” performed by Mando Diao

“We shot the whole thing in Super 8 and I developed some 
the film in the sink using cheap equipment secured from 
Russia, except the sulfuric acid, which you've got to extract 
from old car batteries, because trying to import sulfuric 
acid from Russia looks just a little shady these days.”

  - Lovisa Inserra, Director

Playing in “Laughter: The Best Medicine” Short Block
Friday, March 21 7:30pm Vinoy Royal

I Dream In Stereo
4 minutes
Directed by Ken Glaser
FLORIDA PREMIERE
“I Dream In Stereo” performed by Glaserbeam.

Playing in “Altered Reality Short Films” Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Majestic

March Out
4 minutes
Directed by Robert Sterrett
FLORIDA FILM
“March Out” performed by Fort Pastor

Playing in “Local Short Films” Block
Saturday, March 22 12:30pm Vinoy Royal
Fort Pastor also playing ‘Surf & Turf Concert’
Thursday, March 20 8:00pm State Theater

Ochrasy
4 minutes
Directed by Lovisa Inserra
“Ochrasy” performed by Mando Diao

“The word ‘Ochrasy’ is the band’s self-invented name for 
the early hours after the show, the after show party and 
the strange nightly meetings with odd characters - but 
before the next day begins. It’s a world of their own, 
somewhere between dream and reality.”

  - Lovisa Inserra, Director

Playing in Animated Short Films Block
Saturday, March 22 4:45pm Vinoy Majestic

Siempre Puede Ver
4 minutes
Directed by Gary Ravenscroft
 “Siempre Puede Ver” performed by Ana Victoria

Playing in “Strong Women” Short Block
Friday, March 21 10:15am Vinoy Royal

Through Any Window
4 minutes
Directed by John Cabrera
“Through Any Window” performed by Wisely
Featuring Jenna Fischer (‘The Office’)

Playing in “Feeling Fine Films” Short Block
Thursday, March 20 12:30pm Vinoy Majestic

Where We Belong
3 minutes
Directed by Bryan Beasley
“Where We Belong” performed by Johnny Bennett
Featuring Nicole Malgarini

“I believe that ‘Where We Belong’ is a great example of 
what four people with a true love for film and music can 
achieve with 12 bucks!”

  - Johnny Bennett

Playing in “A Bit of Love and Loss” Short Block
Thursday, March 20 4:15pm Vinoy Majestic
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The St. Petersburg-Clearwater Film Society would like to express our deepest gratitude to everyone who has gone 
“above and beyond” to help make the 3rd Annual Sunscreen Film Festival our best event yet.   
  
First and foremost our thanks to John Travolta and Kelly Preston for their support of the Sunscreen Film Festival, 
and for their attendance at the March 4th kickoff party.  Their support of the Sunscreen Film Festival helps draw 
attention to the talented film professionals in Florida and efforts to increase film production in the state.  
 
Thank you to The Renaissance Vinoy Resort for their outstanding support, wonderful staff and for providing us with 
the best location in the Tampa Bay area.   
 
A warm thanks to The Church of Scientology for their generous support in considering our invitation to Mr. John 
Travolta and Ms. Kelly Preston.  Without their planning and organizing efforts, our March 4th Kick-Off Party could 
never have taken place.  And a big hug for Lisa Mansell. You’re the best! 
 
A hearty thank you to Doug Illman, Seth and Amanda Hill at PUSH Ultra Lounge for providing us with a beautiful 
venue for our fundraisers and parties. 
 
A super duper really big and frickin’ huge thanks to Darwin Salls, and Brian Burke of Miami Events for spending 
countless (and before now thankless) hours over several months putting great passion into making this festival 
happen.  We couldn’t do it without them. 
 
A sincere thanks to Dave Deborde for lining up some great guests and having the fine idea to do the actor’s 
workshop. 
 
And a big thanks to our Board of Directors for all the time and effort they have put into the festival each of them 
deserves a special thank you.   
 
Glenn Goldberg (Who don’t you know in St. Pete?)… J. Declan Flynn; for his great design work and speedy turn 
around (We need this design in 30 minutes! Help!)… Corey Janney (You make the rest of us prettier just by walking 
in the door, and you work hard too!)… Cameron Cox (It’s time for coffee!)… Kim Carrico (Where do you get all 
that energy!)… Tom Thompson (Quick with a joke or to light up your smoke)… Sam Talari (Everybody loves 
Xerxes!) 
  
Additional thanks to everyone who has provided encouragement, donated their time or contributed their knowledge 
and experience to Sunscreen Film Festival events this year. We look forward to working with many of you again in 
the future. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tony Armer 
Co-founder & Director  
 
 
 
Derek Miner 
Co-Founder & Co-Director 

 

1857 Clearbrooke Dr. Clearwater, FL 33760 / 727-420-4536 / 727-519-9131 fax  
sunscreenfilmfest@tampabay.rr.com / www.sunscreenfilmfestival.com  
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